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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. BOBBY L. RUSH 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 7, 2017 

Mr. RUSH. Mr. Speaker, on March 7 
through March 10, 2017, circumstances be-
yond my control necessitated my absence 
from the House and I, therefore, am request-
ing a leave of absence. 

f 

RECOGNIZING DONNA FIALA IN 
HONOR OF WOMEN’S HISTORY 
MONTH 

HON. MARIO DIAZ-BALART 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 7, 2017 

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, in honor of 
Women’s History Month, I rise today to honor 
Donna Fiala. Her service as Collier County 
Commissioner has had major impact in South-
west Florida. 

Upon moving to Collier County, Ms. Fiala 
got involved in her community right away. She 
joined the Naples Junior Woman’s Club, the 
Marco Island Kiwanis Club, the Marco Island 
Chamber of Commerce, the Naples Press 
Club, and the Marco Island Historical Society. 
She now holds leadership positions in many of 
these organizations, and several others. 

Ms. Fiala decided to run for the office of 
President of the East Naples Civic Associa-
tion, where she worked to improve her com-
munity by adding picnic benches, a play-
ground, a ball field, and outdoor lighting. Her 
experiences as President influenced her deci-
sion to run for Collier County Commissioner. 

As Commissioner, Ms. Fiala has rep-
resented Collier County and the State of Flor-
ida for issues pertaining to the environment 
and safety in discussions with the National As-
sociation of Counties, and has served as chair 
of the Local Coordinating Board for the Trans-
portation Disadvantaged, which works to in-
crease access to transportation for those who 
are unable to drive. 

In May of 2015, the Donna Fiala Community 
Center at Eagle Lakes Community Park 
opened in East Naples. This community center 
serves as a safe place for children and fami-
lies to gather for events and various activities. 
Commissioner Fiala’s commitment to helping 
children and adults live healthy lives has con-
tinued. She is currently working to expand the 
facilities at the park to include a swimming 
pool complex. This facility reflects her longtime 
interests in healthy living and improving the 
appearance of her community. 

Commissioner Fiala’s work has improved 
the lives of many in Collier County. The depth 
and breadth of her service is nothing short of 
remarkable. Throughout my time in Congress 
representing Collier County, I’ve always found 
Commissioner Fiala to be a dedicated partner 

as we’ve worked for the betterment of the 
Southwest Florida community. I am lucky to 
be able to collaborate with such a hard work-
ing woman who cares so deeply about her 
community. 

Mr. Speaker, I am privileged to know Com-
missioner Fiala and I greatly admire her serv-
ice to Collier County. Donna is an exemplary 
example of a private citizen who has chosen 
to use her many talents in service of those 
around her. I ask my colleagues to join me in 
recognizing this remarkable individual. 
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RECOGNIZING THE HONOR FLIGHT 
ON SEPTEMBER 11, 2016 

HON. KEN BUCK 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 7, 2017 

Mr. BUCK. Mr. Speaker, in honor of Amer-
ica’s heroic veterans, the Honor Flight Net-
work conducts two annual Honor Flight cere-
monies to Washington, D.C. to give our na-
tion’s heroes a day to visit and reflect at their 
war memorials. On September 11th of last 
year, Honor Flight Northern Colorado held its 
17th Honor Flight that gave many of our cou-
rageous veterans this extraordinary oppor-
tunity. I am pleased to recognize the Honor 
Flight on September 11, 2016, honoring World 
War II, Korean War, and Vietnam War vet-
erans of Northern Colorado. 

Mr. Speaker, those who participated in this 
flight are as follows: 

World War II: Fredric Arnold, Gene Bennett, 
C.H. Clark, Lillian Crosley, Raymond Dickey, 
Darwin Dixon James Edmisten, Jimmie 
Godsey, Louis Hamman, Delbert Haynes, 
John Hess, Robert Horton, Dolores 
Kochheiser, Harry Maroncelli, Elmer McGinty, 
Frank Occhiuto, Robert Schueneman, Ray-
mond Valadez, William VanBeber, William 
Way. 

Korean War: Richard Bernhardt, Harold 
Bohm, Lee Boylan, George Brandt, Casper 
Brixius, James Comer Jr., Russell Daniels, 
Ralph Darrough, Ross DeBey, Garold Fox, S. 
Gilbert Garcia, Ronald Gillman, William Har-
rison, Virgil Hecker, Allan Hedberg, Dennis 
Lance, Gordon Leben, Albert Lowe, Jimmy 
Martin, Francis McKenna Jr., Ernest 
Medialdea, James Montgomery, Delmer Moss, 
James Petrie, William Pool, Carroll Quick, 
Robert Ray, Kennedy Roode, Al Schott, Wil-
liam Sherman, James Shuey, Donald 
Trettenero, Herbert Wenger, Eugene Ziehm. 

Vietnam War: Roy Armstrong, Wilbur Boegli, 
Cary Bott, Thurman Bradley, Claude Buehrle, 
Robert Bullard, John Carpenter, Terrence Car-
roll, Robert Cofone, Larry Coldren, Paul 
Conley, Byron Daniels, Robert Davis, Mark 
DeDecker, Michael Doherty, Gary Dorsey, 
Mark Drake, Dale Eggleston, Jerry Eldred, 
Gary Ellerman, Daniel Ferguson, William Fish-
er, Roy Friesen, Glenn Fulcher, Glenn Gaines, 
Jerry Graham, Paul Graves, Dwight Gutsche, 
Percey Hamilton II, Christopher Harris, Robert 

Hawkey, William Hellyer, Thomas James, Nor-
man Kegerries, Michael Krier, LeRoy Lawson, 
Harold Lif, Peter Lister, Jimmy Lofink, William 
Margheim, Dallas Maurer, Kevin McGrath, 
Richard Miller Jr., David Naylor, Wesley Nel-
son, Richard Norris, Larry Perkins, Robert 
Randall, Danny Robinett, Robert Rutz, Robert 
Schrader, Billy Schwindt, Jackie Scott, David 
Sellers, David Shigley, Tommy Silva, Kenneth 
Skoglund, Darrell Smith, John Smith, Farrell 
Spencer, Edward Stephens, Stanley Suichta, 
Martin Treml, Kerry Tyler, Linda Tyler, Daryl 
Vande Hoef, Thomas White, Terry Willert, 
John Young. 

It is my distinct pleasure as the U.S. Rep-
resentative of the 4th District of Colorado to 
recognize the honor, courage, and sacrifice of 
these heroes, along with all members of 
America’s Armed Forces. I thank them for 
their dedication and service to this nation. 
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RECOGNIZING MALI GARDNER IN 
HONOR OF WOMEN’S HISTORY 
MONTH 

HON. MARIO DIAZ-BALART 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 7, 2017 

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, in recogni-
tion of Women’s History Month, I rise today to 
honor Mali Gardner, a remarkable individual 
and public servant in Florida. 

Ms. Gardner was first elected to the 
Clewiston City Commission in October of 1999 
and was reelected in 2003, 2008, and 2012. 
Ms. Gardner’s work extends far beyond her 
important role on the Clewiston City Commis-
sion. In 2001, Ms. Gardner was appointed 
Mayor of Clewiston, where she served until 
2010, and was elected Mayor once again in 
December 2016. Her tireless efforts on behalf 
of the public led her to become part of Gov-
ernor Rick Scott’s Economic Development 
Transition Team, where she worked to extend 
economic opportunities to Floridians across 
the state. 

Ms. Gardner’s public service extends be-
yond her work on the Clewiston City Commis-
sion or her mayoral activities. Ms. Gardner is 
a Paul Harrison Fellow in the Clewiston Rotary 
Club. As a graduate of Clewiston High School, 
her commitment to the Clewiston community 
runs deep. Whether it is fighting for better 
schools or more economic opportunities for 
residents of Clewiston, it’s a safe bet that Ms. 
Gardner is standing up for her constituents 
and neighbors. 

I have been privileged to work with Mali in 
her capacity as mayor, and been impressed 
time and again with her work ethic and devo-
tion to her community. 

Mr. Speaker, I am privileged to know Ms. 
Gardner and I greatly admire her service to 
the community. I have known Mali for many 
years, and she has consistently been among 
the most active, positive, and fore thinking in-
dividuals I have been privileged to work with. 
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